
Ambassadors from
around the world.
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Perhaps, the most fascinating experience .df-

fr^velling to a -foreign land:is that it can come.

.back home with you:- V-, •'.' _ • • - ' • • • . , .

/T-shirts. Wall-hangings. Book-ends. Key-£faains.

Figurines. Paper-weight's /;N6--fnatter 'what

souvenirs you pick up on.yoarfrayels, you-can"

be sure they •represent-- a, people," c.uliure;,

tradition, 'history, "0r.-tife'slyte. ..And in doifig,.so",,

they teaGh.you;ab t̂S'V/QrJo;"-putside yo

^» -'-' -..''v-:•"•-- •'••--gravel
rtie. mpriBs'frofn .every part'ol '

ars:-. J ""-;;," :v-,.- .

"•;"Arnthae"
.And that ,',ir> turn;"
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The Laughing Buddfta from

a, the Maitreya or Laughing BiXjte is wors&pped
S& * '_.,

as Isgod of good luck and prosperity
%»

The ultimate symbol of happiness he carries
supply of goftl7\nd an elixir of infinite health He
to bring good ne^% good health, good tidings, happy

You ca igurmes of the Laughing Buddha
perllct for your desk or even trt© ' f\»

car Godack aside, you can count on "
you
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Clogs from Holland

Woodeh shoes or clegs are as mucte^a symbol of
as tulips and-windmills. :

Since the middle age'Mney've been used for waOî g about '7
in the soggy soil of the fatherlands. ^

You ogri use them to impress bijlfep§s associates and to ''
please friends. In fact, these days; 'most of the clogs
purchased arejjsed as gifts and souvenirs,,,

They are crafted by- hand and sometimes by •modern
machines. Finishing touches are in the form of
"pointings and carvings.

Clogs are designed to be strong anctdurable So yo"U can
^

rest assurediyou've picked a gift that will' last a lifetime
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Papyrus from Egypt

: The papyrus, a.kind ofparchment paper, Is perhaps
one of the most ancient writing materials. Over 5000
years ago, Egyptians used it to record events in their
daily lives. It was made from the stem of an aquatic
plant, Cyperus Papyrus, found in the delta of the Nile.

While travelling through-Egypt-today, you'll find;a
variety oj hand-painted art on genuine papyri. They

' are available in .hundreds of designs, colours arid.
sizes, All-sUitabfe for framing. .. - f-\-v

- Every piece is hand-painted in the purest tradition
'by Egyptian fine artists'. Which means; you can'have
an accurate copy of the ancient art-found in; the
"pyramids of Egypt, in your home. " - . ' • ^ ;
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Masks from Indonesia

In Indonesia, masks are a vital part of the culture.
They are expressions o~ religion, ethics and morals.
And can transform the ordinary into the magical.

Indonesian masks are ether for dance or decoration
Most are painted wood. With slits for the.eyes and
openings for the nose. Sometimes, thejaw may even
be hinged for movement.

Dances that depict the Ramayana use- elaborate
• masks made of gilded buffalo hide and embellished
with rmrrofs. While masks that have a cap of horse
hair are used in the Calonarong dance dramas. This
is performed to remedy the ills of black magic.

You, however, can use these masks to remeay adult
living" "room.-
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Koala bears from Australia

Koala bears have round faces, saucer-sized ears and
black noses. They are covered all over with thick, soft,
grey-brown fur. And they grow up to two feet in length,

The young ones usually perch themselves on their
rno;her's back. And if frightened, scurry into her pouch,
crying like babies.

Their favourite food is eucalyptus leaves. They find plenty
of IT in the forests of Australia. In fact, koalas are found
naturally only in Australian forests. But most of the local
zoos house a few. at least.

These animals are so cute and cuddly, you'll want to take
them back home, However, koalas were once on the list
of endangered species. And are now protected by the
Australian government. So you'll have to settle for koala
soft toys and souvenirs. These are available all over
Australia. And are as cute as the real thing.
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The Merlion from Singapore - , ,

Ancient Singapore was once-Known as Temask or Sea
Town, Legend has it that Temask was, •ajong.ticne ago, hit
by a violent stem

The people of Temask huddled fearfully together praying
for a niracle to save them. In answer to their prayers, a
huge beast, half-lion, half-fish, rose from the sea. Roaring
majestically, the Merlion battled the storm and silenced it.
Then with a flick of his tail, returned to the sea.

But the people of Singapore are still grateful. Today, the
Merlion is the national symbol here. An 8-metre high statue
"stands at the Merlion Park in Marina Bay. He overlooks the
Singapore River. Still guarding the entrance.

You can shop for a variety of Merlion memorabilia
in Singapore. From statuet tes and t ie-pins, to
T-sh rls and key-chains. Besides being excellent gifts for
your friends back home, each is a rich tribute to the
mystical sea-beast.
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Maasai figurines from Africa

The Maasai are a proud, semi-nomadic, cattle-rearing people,

The women raise the children, build houses, tend to the crops.
While the men hunt to feed the family. They paint their hair red
with clay. And always carry a spear to protect themselves. And
hunt lions

to not fia^e art or literature. To be a Maasai is their culture,
strength of tradition that has helped them survive

tion and division of their land,

f
and wooden figurines of Maasai men and women are

able ail over Africa. It's a great way to bring these brave people
the plains of the Serengeti into the comfort of your home.
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